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than an Israelite. Of special interest are the chapters on the 
physiology and psychology of the Jew, in which he discusses 
the physiologic traits and peculiar diseases and the abnormal 
mental characteristics resulting from hundreds of years of per- 
secution, ostracism, and restriction to specialized occupations in 
crowded pestilential quarters (ghettos) of large cities. The out- 
come has been an intense development of intellectual powers, 
but at the expense of physical stamina. As is usually the case, 
the danger lies in the very delicacy of the machine. The Jew 
is the brainiest man in Europe, but he is a bundle of highstrung 
nerves, and more than all other men he is liable to nervous col- 
lapse and insanity. 

Although the author makes the pessimistic assertion that the 
Jewish question is a permanent and growing one, it seems to us 
that his own book refutes the argument, and that the character- 
istics which have rendered the Jew a menace and an alien to so 
many European governments will soften and disappear with the 
growth of a broader humanity. If despotic Russia and imperial 
Germany and Austria have a Jewish problem, while republican 
France and constitutional England have none, we are forced to 
believe that it is because every country has the Jew that it de- 
serves, and that the true remedy is in the application of the 
Golden Rule formulated so long ago by the greatest of the Jewish 
race. James Mooney. 



Die Medicin der Naturvolker. Eihnologische Beiirdge zur Urge- 
sehichte der Medicin. . Von Dr. Max Bartels, Sanitatsrath in Berlin. 
Leipzig: Th. Grieben's Verlag (L. Fernau), 189S, pp. 361; 175 
ill., 8vo. 

It is seldom one's fortune to find between the covers of a single 
volume so complete and systematic a treatise of an ethnologic 
subject as the author has presented in the present work on 
Medicine among Primitive Peoples. The subject embraces the 
medico-religious culture-status of peoples of diverse countries, pre- 
senting the various psycho-physiological theories regarding the 
cause and cure of disease. 

It is generally believed by our North American Indians that 
diseases are caused by (1) the presence of a demon, located in 
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the body through the intermediary of a shaman seeking revenge ; 
(2) the existence of an evil spirit because of neglect on the part 
of the sufferer of certain duties or observances connected with 
his personal manido or tutelary daimon; (3) the effect of magic 
or sorcery, produced by jealous rivals, or the wdbeno ; (4) the 
direct vengeance of the Great Spirit ; and numerous other causes 
closely related to the preceding. 

The subject of Sickness, which forms part II of the volume, is 
thoroughly discussed from every standpoint, and is followed in 
order by a chapter on Physicians — medicine-men, their social 
status, supernatural pretensions, callings, different kinds of 
mystery men and women and their specialties, initiation into 
societies, etc. The Procedure in Diagnosis of Disease receives some 
attention, while Medicaments and their Application are fully dis- 
cussed, as is also the subject of Primitive Therapeutics. Hydro- 
pathic treatment embraces cold and hot baths, drinks, and vapor 
baths, the latter being by many peoples one of the most rigidly- 
adhered-to observances preparatory to undertaking anything of 
a serious nature. 

Diagnosis and Prognosis of diseases are treated of as relating to 
the calling of the juggler or prophet, while Treatment of Super- 
natural Effects receives considerable attention, as also the Pa- 
thology of the Diseases of certain organs and parts of the body. 
The Prevention of Disease, followed by Minor and Major Surgery, 
conclude the treatise. 

The author adds an appendix explanatory of the 175 illus- 
trations, presenting many remarks pertaining thereto that would 
have been inappropriate in the text. The entire work concludes 
with a bibliography of the works cited, a list of geographical 
localities, and peoples referred to. 

W. J. Hoffman, M. D. 



Wah-kee-nah and her People. The Carious Customs, Traditions, and 
Legends of the North American Indians. By James C. Strong, 
U. S. A. New York, 1898. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 275 pp., 1 pi. 

The author of this book, in the prosecution of his duties, was 
thrown among a great many tribes of our aborigines at a time 
when they were little changed by civilization. The title of the 



